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Amendment Dated November 13, 2007 
Serial No. 10/714,080 

T1VTHF, CLAIMS 

Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A method of allocating bandwidth at a network element, the 

method comprising the steps of: 

metering first traffic for a first Per Hop Basis group (PHB) to ascertain first in-profile 
traffic for the first PHB using a first PHB in-orofil* token bucket, whgrcm the ascertained first 
j ^gofik traffic for the first Pig js a norrion of the first traffic for which there is sufficient 

tokens in the first in-pro file token bucket; 

metering second traffic for a second PHB to ascertain second in-profile traffic for the 

second PHP Ujiag - gecosd £SB ^ofile *™ k ct di£ferent thaT1 th * ^ ?HB ""P™** 6 
tnk.r. hncket. wWi* the ascertain e d sgggnd in-nrofile traffic for the second PHB is a portion of 
the second traffic fig which there is guffijaSEt tokens in thft second in-profile token bucket ; and 

commonly metering first traffic that has not been ascertained to be first in-profile traffic 
with second traffic that has not been ascertained to be second in-profile traffic to ascertain 
commonly metered traffic using » third common token bucket wherein the ascertained 
c-.nmrr.onlv mete™* traffic, is a r,ort i ™ .f th. first traffic, that has not been ascertained to be first 
^ r rr»fi1s traffic anH » portion of the s * ™A traffic that has not been ascertained to be second in- 
profile traffic far which there i « sufficient tokens in the third common token bucket . 

Claim 2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the bandwidth allocated by the method is 
bandwidth on one or more links connected to a port of the network element, and wherein the first 
traffic and second traffic are configured to be transmitted through the port. 

Claim 3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the bandwidth is allocated to the first in- 
profile traffic, the second in-profile traffic, and wherein any surplus bandwidth not consumed by 
the first in-profile traffic and second in-profile traffic is allocated to the commonly metered 
traffic. 

Claim 4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of classifying incoming 
traffic into the first traffic and the second traffic. 
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Claims. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising marking the first in- 
profile traffic gr^ ^fesMesig^ marking the second uvprofilc traffic green.^e 
fee^esig^ and marking at least a first portion of the commonly metered traffic yellow w** 
a second dooigpation * 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising marking at least a 
second portion of the commonly metered traffic red with a third dosignti r ion . 

Claim 7. (Canceled) 

Claims. (Currently Amended) The method of clami eW, wherein the first token bucket is 
provided with no tokens so that the ascertained first in-profile traffic for the first PHB is set to 
zero- 

Claim 9. (Currently Amended) The method of daimle^^ fiirther comprising the steps of: 

coloring green the portion of the first traffic for which there is sufficient tokens in the 
first token bucket; 

coloring green the portion of the second traffic for which there is sufficient tokens in the 

second token bucket; and 

coloring yellow the portion of the comm only metered traffic for which there is sufficient 

tokens in the third common token bucket. 

Claim 1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of: 

coloring red a portion of the commonly metered traffic for which there is not sufficient 
tokens in the third common token bucket. 

Claim 11. (Currently Amended) A packet meter, comprising: 
a Per Hop Behavior (PHB) classifier; and 

a meter rnmnrisme a sena^ Wi-nrnfile token bucket for each PHB.eosflgreed to meter 
in-profile packets on a pcr-PHB ™* » amnion token bucket to meter out-of-profile 
parvus for multiple PHBs collectively on a common baoig . 
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Claim 12. (Original) The packet meter of claim 11, further comprising a marker configured to 
mark packets metered by the meter. 

Claim 13. (Original) The packet meter of claim 11, wherein the meter is configured to apply 
bandwidth allocation rules on a PHB basis to allocate bandwidth to each PHB based on its 
associated bandwidth allocation rule. 

Claim 14. (Original) The packet meter of claim 13, wherein the bandwidth allocation rules 
comprise at least a committed information rate and a committed burst rate. 

Claim 15. (Original) The packet meter of claim 13, wherein the meter is configured to meter 
out-of-profile packets on a common basis by allocating surplus bandwidth. 

Claim 16. (Canceled) 

Claim 17. (Currently Amended) The packet meter of chuml! ete*44>, further comprising a 
marker, said marker being configured to mark as green any packet that was passed by one of the 
in . prome fuot plurality spoken buckets, and said marker being configured to mark as yellow 
any packet that was passed by the common token bucket. 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) The packet meter of claim 17, wherein the marker is further 
configured to mark as red any packet that was not passed by one of th ein-profile first plurality of 
token buckets and not passed by the common token bucket. 
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